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1. Claims 1-12 are pending. Claims 1 and 8 are independent. 

2. Claims 1 1 and are objected to because of the following: 

In claim 11, line 3, "the sliding direction" lacks antecedent basis. 
In claim 12, lines 3-4, "the sliding direction" lacks antecedent basis; and 
line 4, "the scanning apparatus" lacks antecedent basis. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Takahashi (U.S. Patent No. 6,323,963). 

Regarding claim 8, Takahashi discloses a method of scanning a document sheet 
(a document sheet of a book) having a front side and an opposite reverse side, the 
method comprising providing a scanning module (200), providing a scanning platform 
(document base 1), placing the document sheet (included in the book) on the scanning 
platform (1), driving the scanning module (200) in motion along a path (the right-left or 
left-right path of the scanning module 200 indicated by arrows in Figs. 22-26) that 
includes a first portion (the right portion of the path corresponding to the upper side or 
page of the right sheet of the book) and a second portion (the left portion of the path 
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corresponding to the reverse side or page of the right sheet, which reverse side or page 
is made facing upward after the right sheet is turned over by the scanning module 200) 
respectively facing the front and reverse sides of the document sheet to capture images 
of both front and reverse sides of the document sheet (the sheet of the book) (Figs. 22- 
26, col. 16, lines 1-43). 

Regarding claim 9, which depends on claim 8, Takahashi further discloses that a 
first image correction ("correction for shading of the image at the left home position") is 
performed before the scanning module (200) starts scanning of the front side (the upper 
side of the right sheet) of the document sheet (the document sheet of the book) (col. 41, 
lines 50-60, TPS stands for Turn the Page Scanner 200; the home position is shown in 
Fig. 22). 

Regarding claim 10, which, like claim 9, also depends on claim 8, Takahashi 
further discloses that a second image correction ("correction for shading of the image at 
the left home position") is performed before the scanning module (200) starts scanning 
of the reversed side (the lower side of the right sheet, which faces upward after the right 
sheet is turned) of the document sheet (the document sheet of the book) (col. 41 , lines 
50-60, TPS stands for Turn the Page Scanner 200; the home position is shown in Fig. 
22; Fig. 9 for page turning). 
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Regarding claim 1 1 , the book including the document sheet is placed on the 
scanning platform (1) by being fed (fed by an operator when the document platform 1 is 
at a descended, lower position) along a direction (the direction into the page, Fig. 3) 
orthogonal to a sliding direction of the scanning module (200) (the left-right direction as 
indicated by arrows in Figs. 22-26). The platform (1) having the book thereon is then 
ascended to a position where book document sheet is scanned (Fig. 3, Figs. 22-26, col. 
15, lines 50-62). 

Regarding claim 12, after scanning of the book (or pages of the book), which 
includes the document sheet of the book, has been accomplished, the book including 
the document sheet is released along a direction orthogonal to a sliding direction (a 
direction indicated by one of the right-left arrows shown in Figs. 22-26) of the scanning 
module (200), since the platform (1) having the book placed thereon is descends, 
releasing the book (Fig. 3, col. 13, line 31 - col. 14, line 28, note col. 13, lines 31-33 and 
55-59, and col. 14, lines 10-11 and 19-28). 

5. Claims 1-7 are allowed. 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claim 1 is allowable over the prior art of record. Claim 1 requires that the first 
track portion and the second track portion of the racetrack be connected to each other 
in a manner to oppositely face the scanning platform on which a document sheet having 
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a front side and an opposite reverse side is placed. This feature in combination with the 
scanning module, slidably mounted to the racetrack to slide there along to capture 
images of the front and reverse sides of the document sheet, is not taught by the prior 
art of record, including Takahashi (US 6,323,963) applied in the rejection above. 
Claims 2-7 depend on claim 1 . 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Tseng (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US 2004/0027620 A1), "Double- 
side image scanner and scanning method of the same" 

Tseng (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US 2004/0140605 A1), "Scanner 
and scanning method having adjustable length of turn region" 

Kao (U.S. Patent No. 6,721,074), "Double side scanner module" 

Corby et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,785,024), "Digital scanner 

Tseng et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,141,119), "Imaging cartridge for a computer 
system" 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cheukfan Lee whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7407. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571 ) 272-7402. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Cheukfan Lee 
September 13, 2007 



